
SERMON : 20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matthew 22:15-22) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

The Vicar is having one of those days when he needs to be in several places at one time! 

He wants to be here, celebrating and praising God with us, the powers that be tell him 
to go get away from Queenstown and take annual leave, he’s got a sick friend in care, 
and a parishioner on the phone saying she really needs to talk, and can she come and 
see him? 

We all know the feeling, don’t we?  <PAUSE> 

We’re committed to a lot of different people and a lot of different entities – family, 
friends, vocation, community, civic clubs and organisations, the church … not to mention 
taking care of ourselves.   It’s a juggling act.   And when two or more demand our 
attention at one time, we’re torn. 

That’s the essence of stress: being pulled in two or more directions at the same time.  
Like a rubber band, being stretched to the limit. 

And that’s the topic of the message this morning – the way in which competing forces lay 
claim to our time, talent, money and energy. 

On the surface, the gospel lesson seems to address a legitimate question asked of Jesus: 
“Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”   But then, we all know it’s a ruse.   Those 
who asked the question weren’t seeking Jesus’ counsel; they were trying to catch him 
off guard. No matter how Jesus answered he was sure to offend someone. 

Holding that coin, you all know the answer Jesus gave … “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” <PAUSE> 

Now, we are not called upon simply to give the emperor what belongs to the emperor. 
We are called upon as well to give to relatives, friends, strangers, co-workers, 
employees, and all other people whatever it is of us they can rightly claim. 

We are charged with the creative and challenging task of transforming our diverse and 
divided loyalties into a unified life governed and directed by our supreme and absolute 
loyalty, which is to God and God alone … Once we give ourselves absolutely to God, then 
remarkably we are free to give to others in ways that are gracious and life-giving. 

But in the frenzy of daily life the challenges of being pulled in different directions 
remains. So, what I’d like you to hear this morning – is simply this … How do we cope 
with dual citizenship? Citizens of The Kingdom of God and members of earthly nations 
and communities? The answer, as disciples of Christ must be - PUT GOD FIRST.   

Cultivate and nurture your relationship with God … and your relationship with your 
spouse, your children, your friends, and all the others you’re committed to will fall into 
their proper place. 
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You WILL find the time and energy to do what needs to be done. 

Put God first and everything else will fall into place.  This is what Jesus told his disciples 
so long ago: 

“But seek first God’s Kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things will be given 
to you as well.” (Matthew 6:33) 

<LONG PAUSE> 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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