
SERMON : 16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matthew 20:1-16) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

Our Lord is just and fair! Beyond that, He is gracious! In today’s parable of The Kingdom, 
the landowner is representative of God, and the labourers are those who are called into 
the service of the Lord. 

It is unfortunate that negativity arose among workers who really should have been 
grateful, but instead were resentful. They had agreed upon a day's wages for a day's 
work. No problem there. But when others who were hired late in the day received a 
day's wages for a mere hour's work, they immediately went to their union steward and 
filed a grievance. The union steward made a report to the Labour Relations Board which 
then made an official complaint to the boss. 

"You can't pay the apprentices the same thing you pay the experienced master grape 
workers, it just isn't right." 

But the boss went into the office, pulled all the files, and showed the union leaders the 
signed contracts which agreed to a day's pay for a day's work. They didn't have a leg to 
stand on and reported back to the members of IGWU (International Grape Worker's 
Union) that they had indeed been treated both fairly and legally. 

Now, here is the perspective that, perhaps, the workers should have looked from: 

• Let’s be grateful we have an important, meaningful job to do. 

• Let’s be grateful that we have a Lord with a generous heart. That is rare. 

• Let’s rejoice that we received enough help, later in the day, to get the job done. 

• Let’s be grateful that we have a Lord who keeps his word. 

• … and yes … let’s be grateful that tomorrow is another day and we get the privilege of 
working again and collecting another reward! 

Now, the spiritual application, just so we don't miss the point :) 

Some people are saved early on in life and serve the Lord throughout all of their days. 

Some become believers in midlife or later life. 

Yet, there are those who come to faith in Christ on their death beds. 

These last brothers and sisters barely had a chance to lift a finger for The Lord because 
they had served self their whole lives. 
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But, the undeniable fact is this, The Lord sought them out and enlisted their services - 
IN HIS TIME. 

The “pay day” for each and every believer …. IRRESPECTIVE OF THE TIME (IN THE DAY OF 
THEIR LIVES) THEY RECEIVED THEIR CALLING AND ANSWERED …. is this …. 

Sins completely forgiven and eternal life with God in heaven. 

What a gracious God we have. 

A God who is not willing that any should perish, but receives sons and daughters AT ANY 
time; even in the very last hour. He then makes them every bit as precious and every bit 
as welcome as the children who served through the heat of the day! 

ALLELUIA AND THANKS BE TO OUR GENEROUS GOD ! 

Okay, sermon is over, get back out to The Lord’s work … and may God bless you all as he 
reminds us to: 

“BE GRATEFUL, NOT GRUMBLING”. 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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