
SERMON : 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matt 25:14-30) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

The deadpan comedian and master of the one-liner, Steven Wright, once said, “I started 
off with nothing.   I’ve still got most of it.”   The same could be said of the servant with 
one talent this morning. 

Jesus’ parable of the talents is another of those that most of us find very familiar.   The 
landowner goes away on a trip, leaves the three servants in charge of his money, each 
getting a different amount – in accordance with his abilities – and when the landowner 
comes home there is the predictable day of reckoning. 

Preachers often use this text to teach such lessons as, “don’t hide your light under a 
bushel basket, make sure you use your God-given talents.” Certainly, This IS a message 
about stewardship – making proper use of the things God has given us – BUT THERE IS 
MUCH MORE TO IT THAN THAT. 

At its essence, this a parable about faith and trust in God. 

Most sources agree that what the landowner entrusted the servants with was a VERY 
large sum of money – more than most would earn in a lifetime.  So whatever it was that 
Jesus was drawing our attention to, it’s something of great worth.  And it is ! 

The landowner (God) has entrusted US with the most precious gift God can give, the gift 
of life. 

Now God has left us to use the lives that we have been given as we see fit and Jesus 
warns us that at some point we are going to have to account for our choices of use. 

What was it that the five-talent servant and the two-talent servant did that was so much 
different than what their compatriot did?   Quite simply, they cared enough about the 
Master’s wishes for them, and trusted enough in the Master’s love for them to take risks 
with what they had been given, throwing caution to the wind in hopes that they would 
reap a great reward on behalf of their Master. 

Meanwhile, the one-talent servant sat on the sidelines, and through his own 
faithlessness, did nothing to prepare for the return of his Master.   Through inaction, he 
wasted an opportunity to use what his Master had entrusted him with to glorify the 
Master and to realise his own potential. 

The one-talent servant had the opposite of faith in God; he was frightened to take a  
risk - so afraid about what the future might hold, so afraid that taking a chance would 
be a bad thing. 

He felt certain that if he did anything wrong, he would be punished.   And he let that 
certainty lead him into a sense of complacency. “If I just tie this money in a 
handkerchief and bury it, that will be enough.   I won’t have to do anything else.   I can 
sit back, wait until the master returns and I won’t get in any trouble.”   Wrong! Wrong! 
And Wrong Again! <PAUSE> 
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Our Lord wants us to take what we’ve been given – these lives of ours, and everything 
associated with them – and to risk them for the good of the Kingdom. 

Your Vestry has been meeting regularly through 2020, through Covid, through lockdown, 
through the closure of our churches and buildings, through the loss of our extended 
family members joining us from overseas …. through loss of income … and yet still faced 
with paying our bills and funding the renovations of our heritage buildings. 

Think about that … think about how that could have lead Vestry to stumble, to fear … 
income is not going to cover expenses. 

BUT your Vestry took a risk. Vestry had faith that we would bring in the money that was 
needed (maybe even more !). Vestry was willing to take that risk and move forward in 
faith, move forward with confidence that The Lord WILL provide .…   and Vestry is doing 
it - - - THANKS BE TO GOD. 

The risk IS being rewarded. 

Through people like you, God has provided, just as Vestry had faith that He would. 
<PAUSE> 

What if I had had to stand here this morning and tell you that God’s parish here in the 
Wakatipu was going bankrupt ?? <LONG PAUSE> 

Frankly my brothers and sisters … not a chance of that happening. Why - because The 
Lord WILL provide. The Lord will NOT let us down. The Lord will not punish us for trying 
to keep the doors of His house open in The Wakatipu. 

NOT A CHANCE !!! NOT A CHANCE !!! 

Why - well, let me tell you again … 

The Lord gave us our lives and our associated gifts and He wants us to take what we’ve 
been given – these lives of ours, and everything associated with them – and to RISK them 
for the good of the Kingdom. 

So let us continue to throw off fear and risk it all for the good of The Lord because The 
Lord will then say … 

“Well done, you good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your master.” 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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