
SERMON : 10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matthew 14:22-33) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

It’s going to be a bit of an odd sermon this week (“No Surprises There!” I hear some of 
you saying) because the title is actually going to come right at the very end. 

In the Bible, repeatedly, ordinary people experience an encounter with God that leads 
them into a different way of life. This occurs over and over again - God appears and 
makes the call. He calls Abraham or he calls Moses or he calls David. Almost always, the 
person is quite afraid of what God is asking. So God issues a promise. God says, “I’ll do it 
if you won’t be afraid”. And then the person must make a decision. Sometimes people 
say “yes”, sometimes they say “no”. 

My favourite example is the story about Peter and his friends in the boat one night. It’s a 
very dark and stormy night, and Jesus walks towards them on the water. 

Seeing what is happening, Peter shouts, “If it’s you, Lord, bid me to come.” 

And Jesus says, “All right Peter, come.” 

The rest of the disciples watch carefully because Peter used to shoot his mouth off, and 
they want to know if he’s going to follow through on this deal. He puts one foot over the 
side of the boat and then the other. Then he lets go. And for the first time in human 
history, ordinary man is borne up on the water. It’s a remarkable story. 

Peter experiences God enabling him to do what he could never do on his own - to walk 
on the water. 

But of course, Peter’s faith gives out. He doesn’t keep his eye on Jesus and he starts to 
sink ….. did Peter fail? Okay, let’s be brutal … I think he did - at least in one significant 
way. He took his eyes off Jesus. His faith wavered and he sank. 

BUT - He wasn't the only failure that night…. 

I think there were eleven bigger failures and they were the ones sitting back in the boat. 
They failed quietly. Their failure went unobserved and uncriticised. 

Remember, only Peter knew the glory of walking on the water. 

When people walk on the water, when people trust God and experience God’s power 
enabling them to do what they couldn’t do otherwise, I think it marks them. I think 
Peter carried that memory of water walking to his grave. 

And another thing - only Peter knew that when he sank, Jesus would be there, and Jesus 
was wholly adequate to save him. 

The other disciples could not know that because they never got out of the boat. 
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Peter could not have walked on the water, if he had stayed in the boat. 

Peter could not have experienced the power of God in his life, if he hadn’t taken that  
step of faith to get out of that boat. <PAUSE> 

This involves what I like to call “RISKY OBEDIENCE”. 

When we learn to discern the calling of God in our lives and respond\obey with a “YES” 
it is a big risk, it frightens us, it challenges us but it allows us to experience God’s power 
in our lives. <PAUSE> 

What keeps people from getting out of the boat? 

FEAR !!! Plain and simple … it’s FEAR. Fear keeps us from fully trusting God and 
experiencing what God wants us to do. 

Another thing that keeps us from getting out of the boat is COMFORT !!! The familiar 
that surrounds us. The familiar that we know. The familiar that we trust. The “Comfort 
Zone” … how difficult it is to step outside those boundaries. <PAUSE> 

Well, the eleven other disciples were kind of ‘boat (not couch’) potatoes’. They were 
willing to follow Jesus, but they wanted him to comfort them in the midst of the storm. 
And the storm will strike everybody. But the disciples didn’t want to risk getting out of 
the boat.  Peter got out of the boat. And he didn’t do it just because it would be 
exciting. His primary reason was because that’s were Jesus was. Jesus was out of the 
boat and on the water. 

Jesus is still looking for people who will get out of the boat, put their faith in God and 
experience all God has to offer. 

So … here it is … the end of the message for today …. the title …. 

If you want to Walk on the Water, 
You've Got to Get Out of the Boat! 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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