
SERMON : 19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matthew 22:1-14) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

Are you properly dressed? 

Was a question my mum used to ask me frequently! Before I went to school, before I 
went to golf practice, and, of course, before I was allowed to go to church. 

Being improperly dressed can be a nightmare, literally. I once woke up in the middle of 
the night in a bit of a cold sweat. I’d just had a dream that I was giving a sermon – only 
to realise that I was standing before God in my sweaty, dirty running shirt and shorts! 
 
So, my message today is about being properly dressed.  But it’s not about what you wear 
to church or work or school or to play sports. It’s about being clothed in the 
righteousness of God. 

The gospel today comes from a couple of parables neatly tied together.  The first has to 
do with a king, who wanted to give a big wedding banquet for his son.  So, he invited all 
his friends and political allies.   It was to be a royal, festive occasion.   But, as the 
servants returned, they brought back only rejections. 

The king asked a second time but the would-be guests not only refused the second 
invitation, they made light of it.  They even taunted and ridiculed the king’s servants. 

So, the king sent his servants into the cities, inviting people off the streets to come to 
the palace.  Sure enough, common folk poured into the palace to celebrate the marriage 
of the prince. 

The early church got this message: The same happens to us.   The kingdom of God is at 
hand.   The table is spread.   The banquet hall must be filled.   If we’re not willing to 
accept the invitation and put God first, our seat may well be given to someone else. 

Either way, the message is the same: Whatever our excuse, the kingdom must go on.  
God is at work reconciling the world to himself and, if we’re too busy or, for whatever 
reason, unwilling to be part of this ministry of reconciliation, God will choose others to 
do his bidding. 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is to make him your first priority, to offer the first fruits 
of our time, talent, gifts and service to the service of God. 

The Good News is the Kingdom of God is at hand, and we’re the honoured, invited 
guests. 

<PAUSE> … BUT … <PAUSE> 

A “word to the wise” …Dress accordingly. That’s where the second parable comes in. 
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According to Matthew, as the king mixed and mingled with his guests, he noticed one 
that was not wearing a proper wedding garment. He was as out of place as I would be 
standing here today in my sweaty, dirty running gear. 

Out of place - really doesn’t say what needs to be said … it’s being DISRESPECTFUL. 

In Jesus’ day, like today, dressing appropriately indicates one’s full participation in the 
joy of the occasion - whatever that occasion maybe. 

The implication in the parable is that the guest who was not wearing a festal garment 
had simply “come along for the ride”.  He wasn’t there to honour the king and celebrate 
the marriage of the prince, he was there to scoff down the free food and drink. 

I humbly place before you that the king had every right to be annoyed and throw him 
out. <PAUSE> 

But wait there’s more. In the Bible, clothes have a DEEPLY symbolic meaning. They’re a 
sign of being dressed in the righteousness of God. 

As Paul told the Galatians, “For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on 
Christ.”  

To “put on Christ” is to be clothed in the righteousness of God. It is to be immersed in 
the teachings of Jesus and filled with his Spirit. 

The great Good News is that God supplies all the clothes we need to fight the sinfulness 
of injustice and oppression, self-centredness and greed.   He gives them to us as a free 
gift through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The catch is that WE have to be willing to wear them, not only on Sunday morning here 
in church, but throughout the week, in our homes and out in the community. 

The crux of the matter is this: God wants to clothe us in garments of Christ, but God 
leaves it up to us to put them on. 

I walk around, for a lot of the time, wearing a clerical collar.  I see it as a sign of my 
calling to be a Minister of Word and Sacrament. It certainly makes you stand out and can 
produce a wide variety of reactions. It also makes me think twice: People watch to see 
how you handle various situations. I’m supposed to set a good example. 

But this holds true for everyone who walks in the footsteps of Jesus. 

So, make sure YOU are properly dressed … put on the garments of Christ. Clothe yourself 
in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and love … and in so doing, 
honour and glorify the king. 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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