
AGM Report Small Seeds  March 2019  
Thank you to those who continue to support this Ministry, specifically to Els who has attended a 
few sessions in the last 12 months. And most of all to Margaret (lives in AT, attends City Impact) 
who’s there every week. 

SMALL SEEDS  
What is it? Half an hour of songs, instruments, games, fun and a Bible reading for parents and 
toddlers, followed by snack / chat / play time for up to an hour. Songs are a fun mix of 
religious and secular. The session has a definite structure   
* 2 welcome songs using a parachute and ball “Kia Ora Whanau” and a song to allow each 
child’s name to be included as they take turns with the ball 
* using the percussion instruments with more active songs 
* a quiet song  
* a reading from the Children’s Bible – we usually choose something to match where we are in 
the church year. Children/parents hold up paper sad/happy faces to join in with the mood of 
the events in the narrative. 
* sing “Twinkle, twinkle, precious star, Jesus loves you as you are. He loves your smile, He 
loves your voice, He thinks that you are pretty choice. Twinkle, twinkle, precious star, Jesus 
loves you as you are.” (Thanks to Edith McCloud for these words).  
* the Blessing song  
* chat and snack time.  

When does it happen? Weekly, during term times, at St Paul’s on Thursdays 9:30am.  

How is it run? Emma and Mark lead on a 100% voluntary basis. We have a list of mobile numbers 
of all participants and we send out a text each week to confirm if the session is to run that 
week. This allows Mark and Emma to sustain their leadership as we can have some flexibility to 
take time out when needed.  

Who attends? It’s very well attended, we have a core group of two or three parents who attend 
most weeks, plus another ten or so who come from time to time. Average attendance is 4-5 
parents and 6-7 children each week.  

How sustainable is it? Mark and Emma are both very busy with paid work. We have occasionally 
thought about not continuing with the group as it takes quite some time and effort. However, 
every time we consider this seriously as an option, a new parent comes along! The current 
group of parents are very active in inviting others to join, whether they are here long or short 
term. 

The church provides the raisins / biscuits and drinks, supported by weekly gold coin donations 
by members of the group.   
NOTE: Emma was told that she could claim mileage for traveling to Arrowtown each week. This 
has NOT been claimed over the last year, as a gesture of support for the church’s finances.  

How do we know it’s worth doing? Quotes from members of the group:  
“This is our favourite day of the week.” 
“Thanks for adding these songs to my child’s repertoire.” 
“This is a like a real family group.” 
We are deliberately sowing seeds of faith and understanding, both to the parents and the 
children. Only one family would be likely to attend church on a Sunday, although I don’t think 
they have been there very often (maybe once a year or so) and the rest wouldn’t attend at all. 
This group provides a structured worship experience for families, which is based on hospitality 
and fun for the children. 

Emma & Mark Wilson


