
SERMON : 14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 2020 (Matthew 18:15-20) 

MAY the words of my mouth and the meditations in our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight O Lord, our strength and our Redeemer. <Amen> 

Bishop Steven’s message to us last week mentioned that life does not always go the way 
that we want and that “suffering” is an integral part of human existence. Following on 
from that, our gospel today reminds us that “conflict” too is a part of the human 
condition. 

Let me tell you a story … Once upon a time, there was a church where the Vicar and 
some parishioners could not find agreement. As time went by, this began to spill over 
into the worship service. The first week the pastor preached on commitment and how 
we all should dedicate ourselves to the service of God. The congregation responded with 
the song, "We Shall Not Be Moved." The second week the Vicar preached on giving and 
how we all should gladly give to the work of the Lord. The congregation responded with 
the song, "Jesus Paid it All." The third week the Vicar preached on gossiping and how we 
should all watch our tongues. The song, "I Love to Tell the Story” then echoed around 
the church. 

With all this going on, it slowly but surely, over time, drained the Vicar and impacted 
upon his own relationship with Christ. The Vicar became so drained over the situation 
that, the following Sunday, he told the congregation that he was going to resign saying 
that it was Jesus who led him to the parish, and it was Jesus who was taking him away. 
The congregation sang, in unison,"What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

Our gospel today, Matthew 18:15-20, was intended to give the early church guidance 
about how to deal with conflict. 

The gospel reminds us that natural world is for everyone, without borders. God’s table is 
a common table, big enough for everyone, each with a seat, so that each one can come 
to the table to eat. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross ensures this. 

God is with us whenever two or three are gathered together in his name. God sustains us 
even when there is no hope. When we turn to the deepest centre of our hearts, we will 
find God and hope will spring forth … but this can only take effect if we, as individuals, 
put our own relationship with Christ FIRST AND FOREMOST. 

Matthew’s purpose in writing these words we heard today was to make everything in the 
early church perfect. After all, he himself was a tax collector and far from popular with 
his brothers and sisters. Matthew and Jesus wanted to restore order among believers.  

That does NOT mean that they went to extremes, like the Pharisees, making up rules, 
Canons, and Statutes to try cover every potential situation. On the contrary, Jesus liked 
to keep things simple. That’s why he He gave us just the two Great Commandments - 
“Love God and love people”. 

Conflict is easier to resolve if a personal relationship with God, through one’s prayer 
life, keeps these two Great Commandments in mind. <PAUSE> 
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Although successful conflict resolution is a desirable goal, there are times when it is not 
possible. 

Jesus isn’t interested in who is right or who is wrong. Jesus cares about our relationship 
with God FIRST and then our reconciliation with others through prayer. 

I have absolutely no doubt that The Holy Spirit lives in each and every one of us, but 
Jesus promises to be with us in a unique and special way when we gather in His name for 
worship, service and mutual encouragement. He is in our midst and active allowing us to 
do what isn’t “do-able” without him … BUT ONLY IF WE HAVE OUR RELATIONSHIP CLEAR 
& CORRECT WITH CHRIST FIRST! 

We all say the church is made up of sinners but then seem surprised when members of 
the church sin against each other. Let’s just own our dysfunctional status and agree that 
conflict in the church is the inevitable result of putting frail humanity in the same room 
and expecting them to get along. 

BUT, if we put our relationship with God FIRST, then Jesus hopes that His love for us will 
lead to our loving Him and our loving Him will inevitably lead to loving the other sinners 
in the room. 

People can be illogical, unreasonable, controlling, hurtful, and self-centered, 
Love them anyway. 

If you are good, people will see pitfalls and fear you have ulterior motives, 
Do good anyway. 

Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable, 
Be honest and frank anyway. 

People really need help, but may attack you if you help them, 
Help them anyway. 

In the final analysis, it MUST be between you and God, 
It was never between you and them anyway! 

Therefore, for anyone, that personal relationship with God must come above all else. 
Like the Vicar in my story at the beginning of this message … once THAT relationship is 
put at risk, it is time to step aside, away from the conflict. 

The late, Canadian, politician, author and social equality activist, Jack Layton 
(1950-2011) , put it better than I ever could. In his last letter to his fellow Canadians he 
wrote, “My friends, love is better than anger. Hope is better than fear. Optimism is 
better than despair. So let us be loving and optimistic, and we’ll change the world”. 

Then, remember the two great commandments of of Jesus, and the words of Saint Paul 
that we heard today, “Owe no one anything, except to love one another”, and then we 
WILL change the world; because genuine love does no harm to its neighbour. 

I runga e te Ingoa o te Atua, te Matua, te Tama me te Wairua Tapu. 
In the name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit <AMINE>
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